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AND NOTIFICATION LETTERS



 

 

 

Prescribed Bodies 

1. Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

2. Minister for the Environment, climate and Communications 

3. Minister for Transport 

4. Minister for Defence 

5. Minister of Agriculture, Food and Marine 

6. Environmental Protection Agency 

7. Maritime Area Regulatory Authority 

8. Minister for Rural and Community Development 

9. Marine Institute 

10. Inland Fisheries Ireland 

11. Health and Safety Authority 

12. Commission for Regulation of Utilities 

13. Failte Ireland 

14. An Taisce  

  

16. National Transport Authority 

17. Irish Aviation Authority 

18. Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 

19. Eirgrid 

20. Commissioner of Irish Lights 

21. Irish Coastguard  

22. Galway County Council 

23. Clare County Council 

  

15. Northern and Western Regional Assembly

24. Southern Regional Assembly



 

 

 

Ms Maria del Socorro 
Planning Referrals, 
An Taisce, 
5 Foster Place, 
Temple Bar, 
Dublin, 
D02 V0P9 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

▪ Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  
▪ Rotor diameter of 292m; 
▪ Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  

II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 
communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 
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IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 

V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above 
Finished Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 
6.15m above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion 
of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 
no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, 
car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications 
pole, lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and 
all other ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of 
Killard Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 
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VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 

X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      
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See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
 
Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 
Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Chief Executive Officer                                              
Clare County Council 
Áras Contae an Chláir 
New Road 
Ennis 
Co. Clare 
V95 DXP2 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 
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IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 

V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above Finished 
Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 6.15m 
above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion 
of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 
no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, 
car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications pole, 
lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and all 
other ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of Killard 
Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 
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VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 

X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      
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See enclosed 2 no. electronic copies and 2 no. hard copies of each document listed above. Galway 
County Council have also received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
 
Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 
Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Commissioners of Irish Lights 
FAO Navigations Support Officer 
Navigation Services Team 
Harbour Road 
Dun Laoghaire 
Co. Dublin 
A96 H500 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 
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IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 

V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above 
Finished Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 
6.15m above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion 
of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 
no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, 
car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications 
pole, lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and 
all other ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of 
Killard Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 
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VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 

X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      
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See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
 
Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 
Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Commission for Regulation of Utilities 
The Grain House 
The Exchange 
Belgard Square North 
Tallaght 
Dublin 24 
D24 PXW0 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 
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IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 

V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above 
Finished Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 
6.15m above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion 
of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 
no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, 
car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications 
pole, lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and 
all other ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of 
Killard Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 
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VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 

X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      
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See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
 
Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 
Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

▪ Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  
▪ Rotor diameter of 292m; 
▪ Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  

II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 
communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 

Minister of Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage
Custom House
Dublin
D01 W6X0
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above Finished 
Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 6.15m 
above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion 
of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 
no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, 
car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications pole, 
lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and all 
other ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of Killard 
Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 
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X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 
See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
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Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 

Minister of Transport, 
Central Policy, Coordination and Reform,
Leeson Lane,
Dublin,
D02 TR60
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above 
Finished Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 
6.15m above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion 
of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 
no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, 
car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications 
pole, lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and 
all other ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of 
Killard Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 
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X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 
See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
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Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Eirgrid 
The Oval 
160 Shelbourne Road 
Ballsbridge 
D04 FW28 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above 
Finished Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 
6.15m above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion 
of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 
no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, 
car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications 
pole, lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and 
all other ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of 
Killard Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 
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X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 
See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
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Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Environmental Protection Agency 
Environmental Licensing Programme 
PO Box 3000 
Johnstown Castle Estate 
Co. Wexford 
Y35 W821 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above 
Finished Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 
6.15m above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small 
portion of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 
3 no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access 
roads, car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, 
telecommunications pole, lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, 
drainage infrastructure and all other ancillary works and associated site development 
works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of 
Killard Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  
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IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 

X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 



4 

 

See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
 
Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 
Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Fáilte Ireland 
Manager of Environment & Planning 
Environment and Planning Team 
88-95 Amiens Street 
Dublin 1 
D01 WR86 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above 
Finished Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 
6.15m above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small 
portion of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 
3 no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access 
roads, car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, 
telecommunications pole, lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, 
drainage infrastructure and all other ancillary works and associated site development 
works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of 
Killard Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  
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IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 

X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      
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See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
 
Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 
Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Chief Executive Officer                                                
Aras an Chontae, 
Prospect Hill, 
Galway, 
H91 H6KX 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above 
Finished Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 
6.15m above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion 
of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 
no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, 
car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications 
pole, lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and 
all other ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of 
Killard Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 
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X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 
See enclosed 2 no. hard copies and 2 soft copies of each document listed above. Clare County 
Council have also received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
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Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/


5 

 

Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Health and Safety Authority 
Metropolitan Building 
James Joyce Street 
Dublin 1 
D01 K0Y8 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above Finished 
Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 6.15m 
above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion 
of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 
no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, 
car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications pole, 
lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and all 
other ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of Killard 
Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 
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X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 
See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
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Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Irish Aviation Authority 
The Times Building,  
11-12 D'Olier Street,  
Dublin 2.  
D02 T449 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above Finished 
Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 6.15m 
above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion 
of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 
no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, 
car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications pole, 
lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and all 
other ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of Killard 
Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 
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X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 
See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
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Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Inland Fisheries Ireland 
Senior Fisheries Environmental Officer 
3044 Lake Drive 
Citywest Business Campus 
Dublin 24 
D24 CK66 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above 
Finished Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 
6.15m above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small 
portion of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 
3 no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access 
roads, car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, 
telecommunications pole, lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, 
drainage infrastructure and all other ancillary works and associated site development 
works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of 
Killard Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  
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IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 

X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      
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See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
 
Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 
Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Irish Coastguard 
Leeson Lane 
Dublin 2 
D02 TR60 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 

V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 



2 

 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above 
Finished Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 
6.15m above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion 
of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 
no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, 
car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications 
pole, lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and 
all other ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of 
Killard Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 
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X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 
See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
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Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Maritime Area Regulatory Authority 
2nd Floor 
Menapia House 
Drinagh Business Park 
Drinagh 
Co. Wexford 
Y35 RF29 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 



2 

 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 

V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above 
Finished Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 
6.15m above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small 
portion of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 
3 no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access 
roads, car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, 
telecommunications pole, lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, 
drainage infrastructure and all other ancillary works and associated site development 
works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of 
Killard Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 
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VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 

X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      
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See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
 
Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 
Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Marine Institute 
Mr Alan Berry 
Section Manager, Marine Research 
Infrastructures, Marine Institute 
Rinville 
Oranmore 
Co. Galway 
H91 R673 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 
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IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 

V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above Finished 
Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 6.15m 
above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion of 
existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 no. 
foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, car 
parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications pole, 
lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and all other 
ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of Killard 
Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 
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VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 

X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      
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See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
 
Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 
Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Minister for Defence 
Department of Defence 
Station Road 
Newbridge, Co. Kildare 
W12 AD93 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above Finished 
Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 6.15m 
above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion of 
existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 no. 
foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, car 
parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications pole, 
lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and all other 
ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of Killard 
Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 
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X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 
See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
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Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Minister for Rural and Community 
Development 
Trinity Point 
10-11 South Leinster Street 
Dublin 2 
D02 EF85 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above Finished 
Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 6.15m 
above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion of 
existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 no. 
foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, car 
parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications pole, 
lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and all other 
ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of Killard 
Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 
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X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 
See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
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Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications. 
Tom Johnson House,  
Haddington Road,  
Dublin 4,  
D04 K7X4 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above Finished 
Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 6.15m 
above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion 
of existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 
no. foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, 
car parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications pole, 
lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and all 
other ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of Killard 
Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 
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X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 
See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
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Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine 
Agriculture House 
Kildare Street 
D02 WK12 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 



2 

 

V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above Finished 
Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 6.15m 
above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion of 
existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 no. 
foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, car 
parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications pole, 
lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and all other 
ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of Killard 
Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 
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X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 
See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
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Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

National Transport Authority 
To whom it may concern 
Dún Scéine 
Harcourt Lane 
Dublin 2 
D02 WT20 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above Finished 
Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 6.15m 
above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion of 
existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 no. 
foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, car 
parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications pole, 
lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and all other 
ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of Killard 
Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 
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X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 
See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
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Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

The Northern & Western Regional Assembly, 
Dillon House 
Ballaghaderreen 
Co. Roscommon 
F45 WY26 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above Finished 
Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 6.15m 
above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion of 
existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 no. 
foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, car 
parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications pole, 
lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and all other 
ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of Killard 
Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 
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X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 
See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
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Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 
St Kevin's 
3 Park Place 
Hatch Street Upper 
Dublin 2 
D02 FX65 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above Finished 
Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 6.15m 
above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion of 
existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 no. 
foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, car 
parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications pole, 
lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and all other 
ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of Killard 
Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 
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X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 
See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
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Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

 

 

Southern Regional Assembly 
Assembly House, 
O' Connell Street, 
Waterford 
Ireland 
X91 F8PC 

Our ref: 220404 

Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 17th January 2024  
 
 
Re: Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) – Planning Application to 
An Bord Pleanála in Respect of the Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm, County Galway and County 
Clare 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Fuinneamh Sceirde Teoranta (“FST”), (c/o Mahon Solicitors, 2 Carraig Mhór, 
An Spidéal, Co. Galway, Galway) please find enclosed a copy of a planning application, prepared in 
accordance with Section 291 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) (“the Act”) 
relating to the proposed Sceirde Rocks Offshore Wind Farm (“the Proposed Development”). The 
proposed offshore infrastructure is located in the maritime area, off the coast of counties Galway and 
Clare. The proposed onshore infrastructure is located in County Clare. A copy this application is 
enclosed for your information. 
 
Proposed Development 
 
The proposed development will consist of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the 
following: 
 
Offshore Development:  

I. 30 no. offshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) with gravity based fixed-bottom 
foundations with the following details:  

• Tip height of 324.9m above Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT),  

• Rotor diameter of 292m; 

• Hub height of 178.9m above LAT;  
II. 1 no. 220kV offshore substation (OSS) of 55 m in height above LAT (including crane and 

communications mast) with a gravity based fixed bottom foundation. The OSS consists of an 
offshore electrical substation platform with multiple decks accommodating the electrical and 
communications plant and equipment, ancillary components and welfare facilities; 

III. A network of inter-array electrical and communication cables, of approximately 73 km in 
length, connecting the 30 WTGs to the OSS; 

IV. A 220kV offshore export cable complete with communication lines, of approximately 63.5 km 
in length, laid in and on the seabed from the OSS to landfall in the townland of Killard, Co. 
Clare; 
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V. Seabed preparation for WTG, OSS and cable installation including rock placement, dredging 
and disposal; 

VI. Cable protection including trenching and burial, rock berms, and concrete mattresses. 
 
Onshore Development: 

I. An underground Transition Joint Bay (TJB) at the landfall point in the townland of Killard, 
Co. Clare connecting the offshore export cable to the onshore grid connection cable. The 
TJB consists of an underground concrete chamber (20m x 5m wide, with a depth of 2.5m), 
where the proposed offshore export cable will be connected to the onshore grid connection 
cable; 

II. 220kV onshore grid connection and communications cables laid underground, primarily in 
the public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 19.3 km 
between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare and the new 220kV Onshore 
Compensation Compound (OCC) in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare; 

III. 220kV onshore grid connection and communication cables laid underground, primarily in the 
public road corridor with small sections in third party lands, for approximately 3 km between 
the new 220kV OCC  in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare and the existing 
Moneypoint 220kV substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

IV. 43 no. joint bays complete with communication chambers and link box chambers along the 
onshore grid connection route between the TJB in the townland of Killard, Co. Clare to the 
existing 220kV Moneypoint substation in the townland of Carrowdotia South, Co. Clare; 

V. A 220kV Onshore Compensation Compound located in the townland of Ballymacrinan, Co. 
Clare. The 220kV onshore compensation compound consists of: 

• Eirgrid 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above Finished 
Floor Level (FFL); 

• ESB 220kV GIS Building (49m x 18.5m, with a total height of 16.7m above FFL); 

• Customer SCADA and MV power building (18.4m x 8.7m, with a total height of 6.15m 
above FFL); 

• Statcom building (30.5m x 22m, with a total height of 7.59m above FFL); 

• Upgrade of existing entrance onto the L-6150 including the removal of a small portion of 
existing stone wall and hedgerow;  

• All associated electrical and communications plant and equipment, welfare facilities, 3 no. 
foul water holding tanks, 3 no. bored wells, 3 no. attenuation tanks, access roads, car 
parking, security fencing and gates, rail and post fencing, telecommunications pole, 
lightning masts, signage, safety bollards, landscaping, drainage infrastructure and all other 
ancillary works and associated site development works; 

VI. 3 no. temporary construction compounds along the onshore grid connection cable route: 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the landfall point in the townland of Killard 
Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the Kilrush Golf Club in the townland of 
Parknamoney, Co. Clare; 

• 1 no. temporary construction compound at the new 220kV OCC in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan, Co. Clare;   

VII. Reinstatement of the road or track surface above the proposed onshore grid connection cable 
trench along existing roads and tracks; 

VIII. New and upgraded access tracks above the proposed onshore grid connection cable trench in 
third party lands;  

IX. Temporary entrances from public roads to facilitate construction of the onshore grid 
connection for construction phase only; 
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X. Provision of 3 no. passing bays and the widening of the L-6150 road in the townland of 
Ballymacrinan to facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads for the construction of the proposed 
OCC; 

XI. All works associated with spoil management; 
XII. All associated site works and ancillary development above and below ground including hard 

and soft landscaping, habitat enhancement and drainage infrastructure. 
 
A 10-year development permission and a 38-year operational life of the proposed development from 
the date of commissioning of the proposed development is sought.  
 
The application relates to a development which comprises an activity requiring a Dumping at Sea 
licence. 
 
An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been 
prepared in relation to the project and accompany this planning application. 
 
As the project requires an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) the application has been 
notified to the EIA Portal. The EIA Portal ID is 2025007and the project details have been uploaded to 
the EIA Portal.  
 
Contents of Planning Application 
 
The following documents are included in the application pack: 
 

 Cover Letter to An Bord Pleanála 
 Planning Report 
 Planning Application Form (including the following appendices):  
o Appendix 1 – Drawing Schedule 
o Appendix 2 – Maritime Area Consent 
o Appendix 3 - Site Notice & Newspaper Notices (The Irish Examiner, The Clare 

Champion and The Connacht Tribune) 
o Appendix 4 – Details of Pre-Application Consultation 
o Appendix 5 - Notification Letters to Prescribed Bodies 
o Appendix 6 - EIA Portal Confirmation (ID: 2025007) 

 Planning Application Drawings (Drawing Schedule included with Application Form) 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) 
o Volume 1A – Non-Technical Summary (NTS) and Introductory Chapters 
o Volume 1B – EIAR Offshore Chapters 
o Volume 1C – EIAR Onshore Chapters 
o Volume 1D – EIAR Whole Project Chapters 
o Volume 2 – EIAR Photomontage Booklet 
o Volume 3 – EIAR Appendices    

 Natura Impact Statement (NIS) & Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
o NIS Volume 1 – Offshore 
o NIS Volume 2 – Onshore      

 
See enclosed 1 no. electronic copy of each document listed above. Clare County Council and Galway 
County Council have received 2 no. hard copies and 2 no. soft copies of the application pack.  
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Public Consultation 
 
The application will be available for inspection at the offices of An Bord Pleanála, Clare County 
Council and Galway County Council for a period of eight weeks commencing on the 27th January 
2025.  
 
All documentation associated with the application as lodged can also be found at the dedicated 
project website: www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie 
 
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 in writing or online (subject to the Board’s consent) on the Board’s website  
www.pleanala.ie during the above-mentioned period of eight weeks relating to:  
 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for maritime spatial planning, 
(ii) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable 

development, and 
(iii) The likely effects on the environment or any European site of the proposed development, 

 
if carried out. 
 
Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed 
bodies) and must be received by the Board not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 24th March 2025.  
Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
 

• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting 
on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to which any correspondence relating to the 
application should be sent,  

• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and  

• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in 
full (Article 5 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development) Regulations 2023 
refers) 
 

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be 
considered by the Board. 
 
The Board may at its discretion hold an oral hearing on the application.  
 
The Board may in respect of an application made under section 291 for development permission 
decide to –  

(a) grant the permission subject to such modification (if any), to the proposed development 
as it may specify, or 

(b) grant the permission in respect of part of the proposed development concerned subject to 
such modifications (if any) to that part as it may specify, 
or 

(c) Refuse to grant the permission. 
 

The Board may attach such conditions as it considers appropriate to a grant of development 
permission under section 291. 
 

http://www.sceirderockswindfarmplanning.ie/
http://www.pleanala.ie/
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Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Marine Area Planning 
Section of An Bord Pleanála (Tel. 01-8588100). 
 
A person may, in accordance with section 50 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, (as 
amended), question the validity of any such decision by the Board by way of an application for 
judicial review, under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended). 
 
Practical information on the judicial review mechanism can be accessed under the heading 
Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board’s website www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens 
Information Service website www.citizensinformation.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

______________________ 

Colm Ryan, 

Planning Director 

MKO 

 

Enclosed  

 USB Copy of Planning Application 
 

http://www.pleanala.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/
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